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Studia adolefcentiam alunt, Senettutem obleftant, fecundas Res 
ornant, adverfis Perfugium &9 Solatium prebent, deleftant 
domi, non impediunt foris, pernotiantur nobifcum, perigrinan- 


tur, rufticantur. 
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Srivn % N Application to Letters, and the afford- 
Se/po ts © ing of Part of our Time to Study, is 
LNG # finely fet off by Tu/lv with a Turnof Pe- 
PeeeZR riod, which at once elegantly difplays the 
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* by a due Attention to the Labours of the 
Learned. ‘* Letters (fays the Author of my Motto) give Culture 
to the growing Mind, amuje old Age, add a Luftre to Profperity, 
and afford a Shield from the Arrows of Adverfity : They yeild Delight 
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im oily domeftic Hours, and are no Incumbrance abroad ; they trim the 
Midnight Lamp, attend us in our Travels, and make frequent Ex- 
chifions with us to our Retreats in the Country.” 


I am aware, that the hafty Tranflation, which I have offered 
to my Readers of this Paflage, falls many Degrees fhort of the 
Beauty and graceful Strength of the Original; but, fuch as itis, 
it may ferve to inculcate the real Utility and Pleafure of a pro- 
per Regard to the Improvemeat of our intellectual Faculties, 
by an Allotment of a few Hours of our Time to this ufeful, 
as well as pleaturabie Employment, which is at prefent rather 
too much negleéted by the People of Condition of both Sexes. ° 


Mr. Addifon wonders how People can fpend fo many Hours 
together, without recciving any. other Ideas, than what are fug- 
cefted, by) an Arrangement of black and red Spots. But fuch 
is the prevailing Fafhion of the Times, that the Book of four 
-Kings (to ule the Gamefter’s Phraie) is the only Volume, that is 
‘perufed at prefent with the leaft Share-of Attention. It is, in my. 
Mind, aremarkable Circumftance, that one feldom fees a Meifage- 
‘Card meerly to invite a Pérfon toa Rout, that is fpele as: if the 
Writer had fifteen Shillings Worth of Education. Befides there 
are frequent’ Complaints in the Winter-Seafon, that “© Every 
Body’s engaged thele two Months.” That it’s impoffible to make a 
Party for Love or Mongy; that in a full Town, one is very often 
totally at a Lofs for Company : In thefe Cafes, the only Refource 
to which the Ladies betake themfelves, is, fretting, fcolding the 
Maids, quarrelling with their Hufbands, facrificing Reputations 
at the painted Altars of the Tea-Table, combing Lap Dogs, 
with feveral other elegant Accomplifhinents for which the in- 
ventive Faculties of the Fair are never at a Lofs. Iam fen- 
fible, that a Diffuafive from Purfuits of this Nature may ap- 
pear extreamly unfafhionable ; efpecially, when ’tis found, that I 
would fubftitute a few valuable Books in their Room. 


In my Apprehenfion, .my pretty Readers are. highly mifta- 
ken, if they imagine, that by dedicating 2 few Hours to the 
Perufal of the Productions of good Authors, they endanger 
their lovely Features, and run the Rifque of dimming the {park- 
ling Luftre of the Eye. On the contrary, tome it appears, that 
a Page or two in the Morning’ may ferve to adjuit the Counte- 
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nance; that the Acquifition of a new Idea may give an higher 
Ornament to the Head, than a new Head-Drefs, and that every 
Face looks in higher Bloom, with a more attractive Emana- 
tion of Charms, in Proportion as we can read an Appearance 
of an Underftanding in the Direction of the Eyes. For my 
Part, I fhould, at any Auction, fet an higher Value upon a fine 
Picture than a fine Woman, unlefs fhe revealed fome Traces 
of an intelligent Mind, becaufe the former may be faid to 
poffels every requifite Quality to conftitute it a Work of 
Value; whereas the latter wants the vivifying Soul to animate 
the Features, give Spirit to the Face, and demonftrates a Ca- 
pacity of compounding, comparing, and forming various 
Combinations of Ideas. Unlefs we are habituated to a conftaat 
Practice of performing fomething in this Way, our Faculties 
will become totally relaxed and encrvated, and the leaft Ten- 
dency towards thinking will become an intolerable Fatigue. 


How much more eligible, therefore, is it to portion fome 
Detachments of our Time from other Avocations, in order to 
{pend a littleThought, in aWay that will enrich us, in our greener 
Years, with fome Topics of Converfation fit to be made ufe of 
among Perfons of common Intelligence! It is likewife laying 
up a Stock for old Age, or purchafing a Field of Reflection, 
which in the advanced Period of Life we may confider as the 
Eftate of the Mind, where it may expatiate at Eafe, and re- 
create itfelf with Speculations of Delight in its Decline. 


Tuere is nothing perhaps more juftly to be accounted ele- 
gant than learned Affluence, or a Mind feduced by the Tempta- 


tions of an ample Power of Expence, and judicioufly employ- 
ing itlelf in polite Improvements, which heighten the Luftre 


of a profperous Situation, and give an Embellifhment to the 
moft exalted Sphere in Life. Even Blockheads are frequently 
fenfible of the Honour derived to them from a Reputation of 
this Kind, by their ridiculous Affectation of buying together 
an handfome Library, and making Vaslliant, Tonfon, or Dedfley 
take more Pains to furnifh out an Apartment for them, than 
their Cabinet-maker to adorn their Drawing- Room. 


Bur the greateft Advantage in Reading, is, that foftening 
Quality which it has in all Cafes of Adverfity. By Cafes of 
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Adverfity, I would not be underftood to mean, Difappointments 
in our domeftic Affairs, or pecuniary Loffes only, but all Situa- 
tions in Life, where the Mind is liable to any Manner of Un- 
eafinefs or Diftrefs. The fureft and moft certain Relief in 
thofe Contingencies is derived from an Habit of converfing 
with the lecrned Writers in all Ages. By thefe Means, the 
Mind contracts a Cuftom of not dwelling too long upon its 
own Idea, but readily it affords its Attention to the Invetti- 
gations of Truth, which fpeculative Men have thought pro- 
per to fend into the World. If I remember right, Mr Lacke 
mentions a Power of transferring our Thoughts from one Object 
to another, as a very effential Faculty of a well-formed Un- 
derftanding, When once this is attain’d, there is no Danger of 
our falling a Prey to Melancholy, to Grief, or any other In- 
cumbrance which might reftrain the Liberty of the Soul. From 
hence refults that pleafing Serenity: of ‘T'emper, which we ob- 
ferve to be peculiar to {ome People more than others, that Readi- 
nefs to acquit itfelf in all the little Attentions due to thofe with 
whom we have a focia! Intercourfe ; and when under the Frowns 
of Fortune. A: well-turned Spirit will at all Times have Re- 
courfe to Occupations of this Nature, to avert the Shaft, or 
foftenits Smart, if its unerring Fate fhould make it reach us. 


My Intent in throwing together thefe loofe Thoughts upon 
the great Utility of Reading, is not to offer to my Readers this 
Day an entertaining Effay, abounding with Wit and Humour, 
to divert their Imaginations, but I conceive that a few curfory 
Reflections, thrown together in this random Manner, may ferve 
to awaken in the Minds of fome a due Degree of Regard to this 
too much neglected Occupation. If what I have premifed fhould 
in any Degree conduce to this laudable End, I fhall value the 
Lucubration of this Day much higher than any of my former Pa- 


pers, even tho’ they met with the fame {mall Portion of Praife 


from the Witty, the Humourous, or the fenfible Part of my Rea- 
ders. 


TRUE 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


INCE our laft arrived a Mail from Vauxhall, which brings Advice, 
among other Particulars, that Mifs Barchell’s Voice is improved to a 
great Degree of Perfection, and that there are great Crowds every Evening 
to refrefh themfelves with the Tin Cafcade, at which Time it is faid the 
Love-fick Tribe take Advantage of the general Attention to this beautiful 
Phe:nomenon,and amufe themfelves with a foft Congrefs in the dark Walks. 


Where the coy Nymph her Lover's warm Addre/s 
Nor quite indulges, nor can quite reprefs, 


The fame Advices add, that a young Parfon muftered up Courage enough 
to break his Mind to his Miftrefs in this Place a few Nights fincas It at 
firft coft him many Stammers and hefitating Paufes, but having ventured 
to fay, that the Walk he was then in was called, L’ Alley de Soupirs, or 
the Alley of Sighs; he then proceeded with pretty tolerable Confidence, 
and talked fervently of pure ‘Joys, extatic Raptures, holy Blifs, heavenly At- 
tributes, divine Perfections, &c. which had fuch an Effet upon the young 
Lady’s tender Difpofition, that it is faid, fhe made a Party to go to Horn- 
fey the next Evening with him, to drink a Syllabub. As there have been 
feveral Poets here of late to offer their Service for the Summer-Seafon, it 
occafions great Speculation among the Waiters, who cannot as yet decide 
whether the Laurel will fall to Mr. Lyrick, or Mr, Spondee, both Gentle- 
men of undoubted Appetites, and zealoufly attached to the prefent happy 
Conftitution of this Country both in eating and drinking. 


By Letters from Ranelaugh we learn, that the Hardfhip laid upon the 
Proprietors, by the Refufal of,a Licence from the Juftices, does not hinder 
Numbers of People of Diftin€&tion from frequenting that Place, and that the 
Confumption of Tea and Sugar will add much more to his Majefty’s Reve- 
nue than the immenfe Ocean of adulterated Wines, for the Sale of which 
the faid Juftices have thought proper to grant their Permiffion, judging it, 
no doubt, highly neceflary for the Improvement of Morals and Prefervation 
of Health among their Fellow-Subjects. 


Laft Week feveral Malefactors were condemned at the Seffions held at 
the Court of Cenforial Enquiry ; and in our next will be publifhed the 
Seflions:Paper, giving an Account of the feveral MalefaCtors who appeared 
at the Bar of this Court. 


Though he Commanding: Officer of the Covent-Garden Forces has 
difmiffed his Subalterns to their Summer-Quarters, it is confident! ly report. 
ed, that the Generals, Zacy and Garrick, will keep the Field for {ome Time 
longer, which caufes great Uneafinefs among the inferior Officers, who 
sre all impatient to mount upon Duty in their refpective Country Csarri- 
sons, for which Purpole they have already purchafed feveral Wagzon-Loads 
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of Thunder and Lightening, a Fountain little the worfe for the Wear, a 
flying Mercury fomewhat moth-eaten, feveral caft Domino’s for Romeo and 
Fuliet, a well-toned Bell, and fundry other neceflary Implements of mo- 
dern Tragedy, by which Means it is not doubted but the country People 
will be full as much puabugged as the Play: <followers i in London, 


We hear that a new Comedy of Five Acts will be acted next Win- 
ter at the Theatre Royal in Covent Garden, which it is thought proper to 
mention at prefent, that the Critics may have Time, by proper Alteratives, 
to acquire fome Degree of good Humour before this Piece is exhibited. 


The Proprietors of the Caravans for Enfield, and other adjacent Places, 
are come to a Refolution to carry Pumps, Wigs, and Shirts gratis for the 
better Accommodation of fuch Gentlemen, as chufe to make ufe of this 
convenient Vehicle. 7 


From my cwn Apartments, May 25. 


Upon coming into my Chambers laft Night, the following Petition lay 
upon my Table 


The humble Petition of Er1zapETH WisHFoRT ; 
Sheweth, 

‘* That your Petitioner is one of thofe who has an utter Averfion to the 
*¢ odious Appellation of old AZaid, and that, tho’ well inclined to do all in 
“* her Power towards fulfilling a very important Commandment, fhe has 
‘¢ had feveral Lovers, who have all drilled away her Time in fruitlefs Ex- 
‘© pectations of Propofals for Marriage, without ever coming to the Point. 


‘«¢ That fhe is now bordering upon the Verge of that Period,when the 
«© Name of o/d Maid commences, and cannot poffibly hold out this Sum- 
6 mer 3 


<< Your Petitioner therefore moft humbly prays, that, not- 
‘© withftanding the late Marriage-Act, fhe may have Re- 
‘¢ drefs in the Court of Cenforial Enquiry againft the In- 
6 conftancy of any future Lovers. 


And your Petitioner &c. 
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